
 
 
 

 

Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission 
Project for the development of the second holistic 
assessment of the Baltic Sea – HOLAS II Workshop on 
integrated biodiversity assessment  

Helsinki, Finland, 20 March 2018 

 

 

 

 Page 1 of 1  
 

 

Document title Outcome of national checking of HELCOM Biodiversity indicators 
Code 
Category 

2-2 
INF 

Submission date 12.3.2018 
Submitted by Secretariat 

Background 
The document ‘National Checking outcome and correspondence_BIODIV_2018’ contains the comments 
placed by Contracting Parties on the national checking site for the HELCOM indicator evaluation that took 
place from 8 January-16 February (see separate file as contained in Attachment 1 to this document). It also 
contains the responses from the Secretariat and clarifies how the issues were resolved. All issues raised by 
the Contracting Parties have been solved with the exception of the study reservation by Finland on the 
indicators for nutritional and reproductive status for seals. 

This information is supplied by way of information so that clarity is provided on changes that took place 
during or after the national checking procedure. 

Other pertinent information related to biodiversity topics were covered in the concurrent State and 
Conservation 7E-2018 process. At this Meeting (via correspondence) it was agreed that the Gdansk Basin 
could be included in the Zooplankton MSTS indicator and HOLAS II report (Outcome, paragraph 3.1-3.8; with 
the threshold being agreed at HELCOM 39-2018: Outcome, paragraph 3.16), that the Seasonal succession of 
dominating phytoplankton groups pre-core indicator could be included as a ‘test’ indicator for descriptive 
use in HOLAS II (Outcome, paragraph 1.1-1.9), and that the HELCOM waterbirds indicators were to be 
presented at the aggregated level 2 HELCOM assessment units as proposed (Outcome, paragraph 4.1-4.5). 

Note that the HELCOM indicator reports are now being updated and lead and co-lead contributors have been 
informed of the next relevant deadline for these updated documents to be submitted to the Secretariat (by 
6 April). 

 

Action required 
The workshop is invited to: 

- take note of this information. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%207E-2018-515/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20STATE-CONSERVATION%207E-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/STATE%20-%20CONSERVATION%207E-2018-515/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20STATE-CONSERVATION%207E-2018.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2039-2018-504/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HELCOM%2039-2018.pdf
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